








1 September 2009

£37,000 RAISED FOR NEW COMMUNITY MINIBUS

A staggering £37,000 has been raised for a new community minibus for Normandy in less than 18 months. This has enabled Emmanuel Church, Normandy, who own and manage the minibus, to buy a brand new vehicle, which will be officially launched on Saturday 12th September at the church in Glaziers Lane, Normandy, at 10.30am. Members of the press and media, along with representatives from all organisations that have contributed to the fund or sponsored the new vehicle are invited to attend. 

The original minibus had served residents well over the past few years, but as it was getting old and unreliable, fund-raising for a new bus started in the summer of 2008.

A minibus committee was set up and an appeal was launched to raise £20,000 to purchase a replacement, second-hand bus. Many fund-raising activities have been undertaken since then, and financial support was sought from local residents, businesses, agencies, charities and associations.

Funds raised exceeded all expectations and the £37,000 raised has made it possible to purchase a brand new minibus, specially adapted for disabled users. 

The replacement bus will have an immediate impact on all those who use it regularly, including shopping trips to Tesco’s, Emmanuel Church’s Lunch Club, and Normandy Crusaders and Normandy Scouts.  It is anticipated that the replacement minibus will have a lifespan of at least 10 years, providing exceptional value for money.
Clive Nichols, Minibus Coordinator, said, “Back in 2001 a vision became a reality when the combined efforts of Emmanuel Church and local residents raised enough money to purchase a used minibus to help transport villagers, especially the elderly and disabled people, around the local area.  

“At that time there was still one shop in the village but now, unfortunately, there are no local shops and the Normandy minibus, driven by volunteers, has become invaluable to elderly and disabled residents for their weekly trips to the supermarkets. Without it, many of them would not be able to get to the shops owing to the difficulty of catching a service bus, as the village extends over a mile from the main road where there is a bus stop. The minibus is also used and valued by many organisations within the village for transportation to events and day trips out.”
Alan Burchett, Fundraising Coordinator, added that, “The Minibus Appeal received fantastic support, not only locally among the villagers, but also through donations and grants from The Normandy Village Hall Committee, Normandy Parish Council, Surrey Community Action, The Johnson Wax Charitable Trust, The Bellinger Donnay Charitable Trust, Surrey County Council and The Bishop of Guildford’s Foundation. 

“The exceptional support that has been given will enable the organisers to continue to enhance the quality of life for the elderly and disabled villagers of Normandy while at the same time providing a reliable minibus for local organisations to use.”
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